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 Best Cafe Fare
St Ali Try the corn 
fritters at this South 
Melbourne institution. 
(p68 )

Proud Mary The food 
here is just as good as 
the excellent coffee. 
(p112 )

Best Vegetarian
Smith & Deli Vegan 
deli fare, including some 
surprisingly convincing 
fake meat. (p108 )

Lentil as Anything 
Long-time favourite, with 
branches in St Kilda and 
Abbotsford. (p146 )

Monk Bodhi Dharma 
Healthy food and great 
coffee. (p146 )

Best Budget Eats
Hakata Gensuke 
Queues perpetually 
stretch out the door for 

Melbourne’s best ramen. 
(p38 )

St Ali The consummate 
Melbourne cafe. (p68 )

Smith & Deli A vegan 
take on a New York deli 
deep in the heart of 
Fitzroy. (p108 )

Thy Thy Cheap and 
cheerful Vietnamese in a 
local Richmond favourite. 

Best Splurge
Attica Modern Austral-
ian cuisine at its best. 
(p144 )

Lee Ho Fook Fabulously 
fun and riotously tasty 
take on Chinese cooking. 
(p37 )

Cutler & Co Intimate 
contemporary Australian 
restaurant, in Fitzroy. 
(p108 )

Woodland House 
Modern Australian in a 
beautiful villa. (p80 )

Best Local & 
Indigenous Cuisine
Charcoal Lane Try 
native ingredients such 
as wattleseed and finger 
lime. (p109 )

Vue de Monde The best 
of Australian ingredients 
with stunning views. 
(p38 )

Best Seafood
Stokehouse Modern 
seafood dishes by the 
bay. (p145 )

Rockpool Bar & Grill 
Fill up at the seafood raw 
bar. (p54 )

Claypots Pots full of 
fresh seafood at this 
local institution. (p145 )

Best for Sweet 
Tooths
Zumbo (p80 )

Pidapipo (p132 )

Eating
Best

 Melbourne’s reputation as a culinary destina-
tion has been shaped signi  cantly by its history 
of migration. Greeks, Italians, Lebanese, Indians, 
Chinese, Vietnamese and people from many other 
ethnicities have all left their mark, and Melbourne’s 
best contemporary restaurants gainfully plunder 
them all.  Melburnians are adventurous in their 
dining habits, and the best places are never secrets 
for long.

Dishing up Diversity
 Take 140 cultures, mix and let 
simmer for a few decades. While 
the recipe might not be quite that 
simple, Victoria’s culinary habits are 
truly multicultural. Many Melburni-
ans have grown up with at least one 
other culinary heritage besides the 
rather grim Anglo-Australian fare of 
the mid-20th century, and they are 
also inveterate travellers. This makes 
for a city of adventurous palates.

Eating Local
 Queen Victoria Market in Mel-
bourne’s city centre, and its 
suburban counterparts in South Mel-
bourne and Prahran, are beloved by 
locals for their fresh fruit, vegetables, 
meat and fish, and their groaning 
deli counters. There’s also a weekly 
rota of inner-city farmers markets 
(see www.mfm.com.au) at Colling-
wood Children’s Farm and South 

Melbourne’s Gasworks, which bring 
local artisan producers and fresh, 
often organic, produce to town. A 
highlight is the Slow Food Farmers’ 
Market held at Abbotsford Convent.

Food Trucks
 Melbourne’s long had an association 
with food vans; a game of suburban 
footy isn’t complete without someone 
dishing out hot jam doughnuts, hot 
meat pies and hot chips to freezing 
fans over a truck counter. But getting 
quality food from a van is a different 
matter. Taking a cue from LA’s food-
truck revolution, fabulous options 
have begun plying the streets of 
Melbourne in recent years. Each day 
the trucks post to let their Twitter 
and Facebook followers know where 
they’ll be, and hungry folk dutifully 
respond by turning up street-side for 
a meal.
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Federation Bells
 The sculptural   Federation Bells (www.federation-
bells.com.au; hperformances 8-9am, 12.30-1.30pm & 
5-6pm; dFlinders St) perch on the park’s upper 
level and ring out daily like a robotic orchestra. 
There are 39 computer-controlled brass bells 
of various sizes and shapes, all with impressive 
acoustics, playing specially commissioned con-
temporary compositions.

Angel
 Relocated from outside NGV International, the 
10m-high, three-legged mosaic Angel is a vivid 
abstract sculpture by artist Deborah Halpern that 
resembles a dinosaur.

Speakers Corner
 In the southeast corner of Birrarung Marr you’ll 
find the original mounds used as soapboxes in 
the early 20th century. This was also used as a 
site for demonstrations, including when 50,000 
people protested conscription during WWI. Near 
to here is a dried riverbed lined with ghost gums 
and palms, creating a tranquil billabong feel.

ArtPlay
 Within an old railway building,  ArtPlay (%03-
9664 7900; www.artplay.com.au; h10am-4pm Wed-Sun; 
c; dFlinders St) hosts creative workshops for 
two- to 13-year-olds, getting them sewing, sing-
ing, painting and puppeteering, and has a cool 
playground out back.

William Barak Bridge
 Stroll over the ‘singing’ William Barak Bridge 
(named after the Wurundjeri leader), which 
provides a scenic route to the MCG accompanied 
with sound installations. Listen out for songs, 
words and sounds representing Melbourne’s 
cultural diversity as you walk.

y�Top Tips
  Get online at www.

federationbells.com.au 
to create your own com-
position to be played at 
the Federation Bells.

 Look out for photog-
raphy ops, with each 
of the three terraces 
providing sightlines to 
the city’s most famous 
landmarks.

 It’s one of the best 
spots in the city to 
bring the kids, for both 
ArtPlay and its adventure 
playground.

5�Take a Break
 The bluestone bar   River-
land (%03-9662 1771; www.
riverlandbar.com; vaults 1-9, 
Federation Wharf; h8am-
late; dFlinders St) over-
looking the Yarra River is 
an atmospheric spot to 
enjoy a drink or meal.

There are public barbe-
cues along the banks of 
the Yarra, which are the 
perfect lunch spot for 
a sausage sizzle when 
the sun’s out.

 The three-terraced Birrarung Marr is a welcome 
addition to Melbourne’s patchwork of parks and 
gardens, featuring grassy knolls, river prom-
enades, a thoughtful planting of indigenous flora 
and great viewpoints of the city and the river. 
There’s also a scenic route to the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) via the ‘talking’ William 
Barak Bridge – listen out for songs, words and 
sounds representing Melbourne’s cultural diver-
sity as you walk.

 1 Map p32, F5

Batman Ave

dFlinders St
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Top Sights
 Birrarung Marr

Birrarung MarrCity Centre 2726

S
E

R
G

U
E

I L
E

V
Y

K
IN

/S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

 ©

4 Linden New Art
 Dust off the sand and 
head to the quiet end 
of Acland St to find 
Linden New Art 
(p144 ). The not-for-
profit gallery is housed 
in a historical Victorian 
mansion and showcases 
contemporary works.

5 Palais Theatre
 Further along the 
Esplanade, the Palais 
Theatre (p141 ) is one 
of the best examples of 
art deco in Melbourne.
This former cinema 
has acted as a concert 
venue for many years 

hosting ballet, opera, 
and local and interna-
tional bands.

6 Luna Park
 Across the road you’ll 
hear the screams from 
people hurtling on the 
historic roller-coaster 
at Luna Park (p141 ). 
Mr Moon has been 
swallowing people at 
the entrance since it 
opened in 1912. There’s 
the usual whiplash-
inducing rides and 
a beautiful baroque 
carousel.

7 Monarch Cake 
Shop
 In business since 1934, 
the Monarch (p145 ) is 
one of the best Eastern 
European cake stores on 
the strip and is known 
for delicious kugelhopf 
(marble cake).

8 St Kilda 
Botanical Gardens
 Escape the hustle in 
the backstreets off 
Acland St, where these 
Gardens (p144 ) remain 
a local favourite. Spread 
out a picnic blanket 
among indigenous 
plants and trees.

2�The Walk
 With its palm-fringed promenades and long stretch 
of sand, St Kilda is made for wandering. It was 
once a playground full of dance halls, a fun park, 
theatres, sea baths and gardens. Despite a roller-
coaster history of seediness and the more recent 
glitzy development, there   are still remnants of the 
art deco mansions, and more than an air of the 
decadent heyday. This walk takes you through 
some of this seaside vibe.

 Start St Kilda Pier; 16, 96

Finish St Kilda Botanical Gardens; 96

Length 3km; two hours

5�Take a Break
 There’s no better setting for coffee and cake than in 
the historic St Kilda Pier kiosk. You’ll find plenty of 
cafes and restaurants along Acland St, but we recom-
mend bypassing them until you hit Barkly St where 
you can feast on seafood at Claypots (p145 ).

1 St Kilda Pier 
& Kiosk
 Stroll along historic 
St Kilda Pier (p141 ) 
for panoramic city and 
Port Phillip Bay views. 
The kiosk burnt down 
in 2003, just a year shy 
of its centenary, but 
was restored in 2006.

2 St Kilda Beach
 Keep walking onto 
famous St Kilda Beach. 
When summer hits, it 
packs out with locals 
and tourists looking 
for a patch of sand. 
While it may not be 
azure waters and white 
sands, for a city beach 
it’s a winner.

3 Pontoon
 Along the beachfront, 
beneath the newly 
rebuilt, architecturally 
striking Stokehouse, 
you’ll find stylish Pon-
toon (p149 ), perfect for 
a beverage on the deck 
overlooking Port Phil-
lip Bay. Quench your 
thirst and soak up the 
ritzy atmosphere.
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Visitor Centre (%03-
9658 9658; https://whatson.
melbourne.vic.gov.au; Fed-
eration Sq; h9am-6pm; W; 
dFlinders St) and  Bicycle 
Network (%03-8376 
8888; www.bv.com.au).

 Helmets are compul-
sory.

 Conventional bikes can 
be taken on trains (but 
not the  rst carriage), 
but only folding bikes 
are allowed on trams or 
buses.

  Melbourne Bike Share 
(%1300 711 590; www.
melbournebikeshare.com.
au; subscription day/week 
$3/8) is an automated, 
self-service bike-share 
system; look out for the 
52 bright-blue stations 
scattered around the 

city, central suburbs 
and St Kilda. Some but 
not all bikes have safety 
helmets left with them; 
otherwise helmets are 
available with a $5 sub-
sidy from 7-Eleven, IGA 
and bike stores around 
the city.

 For bike hire, try 
 Humble Vintage (%0424 
619 262; www.thehumblevin-
tage.com; 2hr/day/week 
$25/35/90) or  Rentabike 
(%0417 339 203; www.renta-
bike.net.au; Federation Wharf; 
rental per hr/day $15/40, 
4hr tour incl lunch adult/
child $110/79; h10am-5pm; 
dFlinders St).

Car & Motorcycle
 Most car and campervan 
hire places have offices 

at Melbourne Airport 
and in the city or central 
suburbs:

  Avis (%03-8855 5333; 
www.avis.com.au) 

 Budget (%1300 362 848; 
www.budget.com.au) 

 Europcar (%1300 131 390; 
www.europcar.com.au) 

 Hertz (%03-9663 6244; 
www.hertz.com.au) 

 Rent a Bomb (%03-9428 
0088; www.rentabomb.com.
au; 452 Bridge Rd, Richmond; 
j48, 75) 

 Thrifty (%1300 367 227; 
www.thrifty.com.au) 

 Where the trams run 
along the centre of  the 
road,  drivers cannot 
pass them once they 
indicate that they’re 

Southern Cross 
Station
 Southern Cross Station 
(%03-9670 2072; www.trav
ellersaid.org.au; Southern 
Cross station, 99 Spencer 
St; h6.30am-9.30pm) 
Long-distance trains and 
buses arrive at this large 
station on the Docklands 
side of the city centre. 
From here it’s easy to 
connect to metropolitan 
trains, buses and trams.

 Great Southern Rail 
(%1800 703 357; www.
greatsouthernrail.com.au) 
Runs the Overland train 
between Melbourne and 
Adelaide.

 V/Line (%1800 800 007; 
www.vline.com.au) Oper-
ates the Victorian train 
and bus networks.

 Fire  y (%1300 730 740; 
www.  re  yexpress.com.
au; Southern Cross station, 
99 Spencer St) Overnight 
buses to/from Sydney 
and Adelaide twice per 
week.

 Greyhound (%1300 473 
946; www.greyhound.com.
au) Buses Australia-wide.

Getting 
Around
Tram

  So very Melbourne, 
the city’s trams criss-
cross the city centre 
and extend through 
much of the  surrounding 
suburbs.

 Trams run  roughly 
every 10 minutes during 
the day (more frequently 
in peak periods), and 
every 20 minutes in the 
evening.

 They run roughly every 
10 minutes Monday to 
Friday, every 15 minutes 
on Saturday and every 
20 minutes on Sunday.

 Trams run until 
midnight Sunday to 
Thursday, 1am Friday 
and Saturday, and six 
lines run all night on 
weekends.

Train
  Flinders St  station is 

the main city hub. Many 
lines spin around the 
City Loop, which con-
nects the  ve stations in 
the inner city (Flinders 
St, Southern Cross, Flag-
sta  , Melbourne Central 
and Parliament), before 
heading out again.

 Trains run from around 
5am to around 11.30pm 
daily, and there is an 
all-night service to/from 
Flinders St station for 
most lines on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Bus
  Melbourne has an 

extensive bus network, 
with over 300 routes 
 covering all the places 
that the trains and trams 
don’t go.

 Most routes run from 
6am to 9pm weekdays, 
8am to 9pm Saturdays 
and 9am to 9pm Sun-
days. Night Bus services 
operate after midnight 
on weekends to many 
suburbs.

 Night Bus services 
operate after midnight 
on weekends to many 
suburbs.

  Melbourne Visitor 
Shuttle (https://whatson.
melbourne.vic.gov.au; 2 days 
$10; h9.30am-3.45pm) is a 
hop-on, hop-o   bus tour 
with an audio commen-
tary, stopping at 13 of 
Melbourne’s main sights 
on a 90-minute loop.

Bicycle 
  Cycling maps and 

information are available 
from the  Melbourne 

 Tickets & Passes
 Melbourne’s buses, trams and trains use myki, a ‘touch on, touch off’ travel-
pass system. It’s not particularly convenient for short-term visitors as it 
requires you to purchase a $6 plastic myki card and then put credit on it 
before you travel.

 The myki can be topped up at 7-Eleven stores, machines at most train sta-
tions and at some tram stops in the city centre; online top-ups can take some 
time to process.

 For travel within metropolitan Melbourne (zones 1 and 2), the pay-as-you-go 
fare is $4.10 for two hours, or capped at $8.20 for the day ($6 on weekends).

 There are  nes for travelling without having touched on a valid myki card; 
ticket inspectors are vigilant and unforgiving.

 For more information, see  PTV (Public Transport Victoria; %1800 800 007; www.
ptv.vic.gov.au).
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Abbotsford
Convent
& Around

Melbourne
Cricket
Ground

Royal
Botanic
Gardens

St Kilda
Foreshore

East Melbourne & 
Richmond (p88)
Punt Rd divides genteel 
East Melbourne and 
multicultural Richmond. 
This area is also 
Melbourne's sporting 
heartland.

Top Sights
Melbourne Cricket 
Ground

Fitzroy &
Collingwood (p102)
These cool-kid inner-city 
suburbs are full of 
happening bars, grungy 
band venues, designer 
shops, food vans and 
single-origin-coffee cafes.

St Kilda (p138)
Bohemian beachside 
suburb featuring a cast 
of characters from all 
walks of life, with a 
seedy history resisting 
gentrification.

Top Sights
St Kilda Foreshore

South Yarra, 
Prahran & Windsor 
(p72)
These suburbs are 
known for shopping – 
both labels and vintage – 
and posh South Yarra 
restaurants plus hipster 
Windsor hangouts.

Top Sights
Royal Botanic Gardens

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Abbotsford Convent & 
Around (p118)

Birrarung Marr

Federation
Square

Queen Victoria
Market

Melbourne
Museum

NGV
International

Royal
Exhibition

Building

City Centre (p22)
A lively mix of laneways, 
cool bars and top-notch 
restaurants, the city's 
fashionable streets are 
balanced with pockets of 
greenery and the Yarra.

Top Sights
Federation Square
Birrarung Marr
Queen Victoria Market

South Melbourne, 
Port Melbourne & 
Albert Park (p62)
Bayside suburbs with a 
community proud of 
their local businesses, 
and the sparkling lake 
that’s home to the 
Australian Grand Prix.

Southbank & 
Docklands (p48)
Southbank is a slice of 
European chic along the 
Yarra. The Docklands is 
a work in progress, but 
new eateries make it 
worth exploring.

Top Sights
NGV International

Carlton & Around 
(p120)
Home to Melbourne’s 
Italian community, mixed 
in with students, a 
literary flavour and some 
outstanding sights.

Top Sights
Melbourne Museum
Royal Exhibition Building

 Melbourne 
Neighbourhoods
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2 Degraves St
 Degraves St is a sophisticated laneway 
with boutiques and Parisian-style cafes, 
including   Degraves Espresso (%03-
9654 1245; 23-25 Degraves St; h7am-10pm 
Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun), a good spot for a 
coffee and to soak up the atmosphere.

3 Centre Place
 Centre Place is full of graffiti and cafes, 
and home to   Hell’s Kitchen (%03-9654 
5755; www.hellskitchenmelbourne.com; 1st fl, 
20 Centre Pl; hnoon-11pm Sun-Tue, to 1am 
Wed-Sat), the original hidden laneway 
bar. Head up a narrow flight of stairs 
to sip on classic cocktails and people-
watch from the windows. It attracts a 
young, hip crowd and serves food.

4 Block Arcade
 Built in 1891, Block Arcade features 
etched-glass ceilings and sparkling 
mosaic floors that are based on Milan’s 
Galleria Vittorio Emanuele plaza. Ven-
ture into   Gewürzhaus (%03-9639 6933; 
www.gewurzhaus.com.au; Block Arcade, 282 
Collins St; h9.30am-6pm), a chef ’s dream 
stocking spices from around the world.

5 Carson Place
 From Little Collins St you’ll pass 
Dame Edna Place, named after 
Moonee Ponds’ favourite ‘lady’, before 
you reach Carson Place, another 
quintessential Melbourne lane. The 
  Butterfly Club (%03-9663 8107; www.
thebutterflyclub.com; Carson Pl; h5pm-late 
Tue-Sun) here is an eccentric little caba-
ret with an extraordinary collection 
of kitsch; you’re never quite sure what 
you’re in for.

6 Royal Arcade
 This Parisian-style shopping   arcade 
(www.royalarcade.com.au; 335 Bourke St 
Mall; j86, 96) was built between 1869 
and 1870 and is Melbourne’s oldest; 
the upper walls retain much of the 
original detail. The black-and-white 
chequered path leads to the mytho-
logical figures of giant brothers Gog 
and Magog, perched atop the arched 
exit to Little Collins St. They’ve been 
striking the hour here since 1892.

7 Rutledge & Hosier Lanes
 Next stop is the street-art meccas 
of Hosier Lane and Rutledge Lane, 
where you can admire the colourful, 
clever graffiti. For the low-down on 
hidden pieces, sign up with  Melbourne 
Street Art Tours (%03-9328 5556; www.
melbournestreettours.com; tours $69; hcity 
centre 1.30pm Tue, Thu & Sat, Fitzroy 11am Sat) 
led by street-artist guides.

8 AC/DC Lane & 
Duckboard Place
 Finish down AC/DC Lane (named 
after the band, who are homegrown 
heroes) to  Cherry  (www.cherrybar.com.au; 
AC/DC Lane; h6pm-late Mon-Sat, 2pm-late 
Sun; dFlinders St), Melbourne’s legend-
ary rock ‘n’ roll bar where a welcom-
ing, slightly anarchic spirit prevails. 
Live music and DJs play seven nights 
a week, and there’s a long-standing 
soul night on Thursdays. From here, 
urban Duckboard Pl horsehoes 
around with more street art and hip 
restaurants.

 Central Melbourne is a warren of 
19th-century arcades and gritty-
turned-hip cobbled bluestone 
laneways featuring fantastic 
street art, basement restaurants, 
boutiques and swanky bars. While 
the laneways are a celebration of 
edgy chic, the arcades are gleam-
ing reminders of the grand so-
phistication that was 19th-century 
‘Marvelous Melbourne’ during the 
city’s gold-rush boom years.

Local Life
 Arcades & Laneways

1 Campbell Arcade
 Start underground at pink retro-tiled 
Campbell Arcade, also known as 
Degraves Subway. Built for the 1956 
Olympics, it’s home to a great collec-
tion of indie stores.   Sticky (%03-9654 
8559; www.stickyinstitute.com; shop 10, 
Campbell Arcade, Flinders St station; hnoon-
6pm Mon-Sat; dFlinders St) is a favourite 
haunt for those wanting to avoid 
mainstream press and pick up some 
hand-photocopied zines.
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Local LifeCity Centre 3130

For more information,
see Survival Guide

Currency
 Australian   Dollars ($)

 Language
 English

Visas 
 All visitors, aside from New Zealanders, need 

a visa to visit Australia. ETA or eVisitor visas 
can be applied for online at www.border.gov.

au; each allow a three-month stay.

Money
 ATMs can be found everywhere, and credit 

cards are widely accepted.

Mobile Phones
 Australia’s digital network    is compatible 

with GSM 900 and 1800 handsets. Quad-
based US phones will also work. Local SIM 

cards are readily available.

Time
 Melbourne is on GMT+10; during daylight 

 savings (late October to late March), 
Melbourne is 11 hours ahead of GMT.

Plugs & Adaptors
 Standard voltage is 240V/50Hz. Plugs 

are either two-or-three pins.  International 
adaptors are widely available.

Tipping
 Not obligatory but around 10% is standard in 
city restaurants and cafes and is    appreciated 

in bars.

Arriving in 
Melbourne

 Most international and domestic visitors 
arrive at Tullamarine Airport. Avalon  Airport is 
also used for domestic flights, so check your 
ticket carefully. Southern Cross Station is a 
main hub for long-distance trains and buses.

 A�From Melbourne 
(Tullaramarine) Airport

Destination  Best Transport 
Southern 
Cross 
Station 

SkyBus (%1300 759 287; 
www.skybus.com.au; South-
ern Cross station, 99 Spen-
cer St; adult/child $18/9; 
dSouthern Cross) departs 
regularly and connects the 
airport to Southern Cross 
station 24 hours a day.

City centre  taxis from $50; around 
20min

A From Avalon Airport
 Destination Best Transport 
Southern Cross 
Station 

SkyBus offers a direct 
bus service

City centre  taxis from $80; 45min 
to one hour

 L�From Southern Cross Station
 Destination Best Transport
City centre train to Flinders Street 

Station

St Kilda tram 96 & 12; taxis $25, 
around 20-30min

Fitzroy/
Collingwood

tram 86 & 11; taxis $20, 
around 20min

Getting Around
 Melbourne is well connected by a network of 
trains, trams and buses operated by Public 
Transport Victoria (www.ptv.vic.gov.au). Tick-
eting is through the plastic myki card ($6), a 
‘touch on, touch off’ system, which you put 
credit on before you travel. Purchase cards at 
major train stations and 7-Elevens.

U Tram
 An extensive network of tramlines runs 
north–south and east–west along most 
major roads. Trams run roughly every 10 
minutes during the day (more frequently in 
peak periods), and every 20 minutes in the 
evening. Trams run until midnight Sunday to 
Thursday, 1am Friday and Saturday, and six 
lines run all night on weekends.

L Train
 Flinders Street Station is the main metro 
train station connecting the city and suburbs. 
The City Loop runs under the city, linking the 
four corners of town.

J Bus
 Melbourne Visitor Shuttle (www.thats
melbourne.com.au) visits all the city sights.

H Bicycle
 Cycling maps are available from the Mel-
bourne Visitor Centre (www.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/touristinformation) at Federation Sq 
and Bicycle Victoria (www.bv.com.au). For 
short trips, Melbourne Bike Share (www.
melbournebikeshare.com.au) offers free 
30-minute use of bicycles in the city area, 
though you need to buy a $5 safety helmet 
from a 7-Eleven store.

P Taxi
 Melbourne’s metered taxis are reasonably 
priced. They require an estimated prepaid 
fare when hailed between 10pm and 5am.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than $200

  Dorm bed: $23–40

  Pizza, pasta or burger: $7–17

  Central-city trams: free

Midrange: $200–320
  Double room in a hotel: $130–250

  Cafe lunch: $10–30

  Public transport: $8.20

Top End: More than $320
  Luxury hotel room: $250–1000

  Top restaurant meal: $120–350

  Tickets to Australian Open men’s final: 
$410–660

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
melbourne) Destination info, hotel bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Broadsheet (www.broadsheet.com.au) Bar, 
cafe and restaurant reviews.

Visit Melbourne (www.visitmelbourne.com) 
Events, attractions, travel info.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book your hotel dur-
ing main events.

One month before Book hostel rooms dur-
ing summer; high-end restaurants; tickets 
for international bands.

A few days before Book tickets for local 
sports events and bands.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Ambulance,     re, police: 
%000

 Centres Against Sexual 
Assault: %1800 806 292

 Translating & Interpret-
ing Service: %131 450

 Electricity

Internet Access
  Free wi-   is available at 

central city spots such 
as Federation Sq, Flin-
ders St station, Crown 
Casino and the State 
Library.

 Free wi-   is now the 
norm in most mid-
range accommodation, 
although you sometimes 

have to pay in both 
budget and top-end 
places. Many cafes also 
o  er free wi-  .

 If you’re not travelling 
with your own device, 
there are plenty of librar-
ies around Melbourne 
with terminals (though 
you’ll need to bring ID 
to sign up and prebook-
ing is recommended). 
Libraries o  ering access:

 City (%03-9658 9500; 253 
Flinders Lane; h8am-8pm 
Mon-Thu, 8am-6pm Fri, 
10am-5pm Sat, noon-5pm 
Sun; dFlinders St). 

 St Kilda (%03-9209 6655; 
http://library.portphillip.
vic.gov.au; 150 Carlisle St, 
St Kilda; h10am-8pm 
Mon-Thu, to 6pm Fri, to 
5pm Sat & Sun; j3, 16, 78, 
dBalaclava). 

Prahran (%03-8290 
3344; www.stonnington.
vic.gov.au/library/Visit-us/
Prahran-Library; 180 Greville 
St, Prahran; h10am-6pm 
Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat; j78, 
79, dPrahran).

Money
  The Australian dollar 

is made up of 100  cents. 
There are 5¢, 10¢, 20¢, 
50¢, $1 and $2 coins, 
and $5, $10, $20, $50 
and $100 notes.

 Most bank branches 
have 24-hour ATMs and 
will accept debit cards 
linked to international 
network systems such 
as Cirrus,  Maestro, Visa 
and MasterCard.

 Tipping isn’t obligatory 
in Australia and tips are 
completely optional, as 
it’s presumed that sta   
will be paid appropriately 
by their employers. It’s 
 common to tip up to 
10% in restaurants, but 
only if you’re completely 
happy with the service.

 Opening Hours
 Banks 9.30am-4.30pm 
Monday to Friday.

Cafes 7am or 8am to 
around 4pm.

Post O   ces 9am-5pm 
Monday to Friday, to 
 noon on Saturday.

Pubs Roughly noon to 
midnight, sometimes 
extended on Friday and 
Saturday and reduced 
on Sunday.

Restaurants noon-3pm 
and 6-10pm; many 
close on Monday and/or 
Sunday.

Shops Generally 
from 9am or 10am to 
around 5pm to 6pm on 
weekdays, sometimes 

stopping, as passengers 
board and alight from 
the street.

 In the city centre many 
intersections are marked 
‘right turn from left only’. 
This is the counter-intu-
itive ‘hook turn’, devised 
so as not to block trams 
or other cars.

 Car-sharing compa-
nies rent out cars by the 
hour(from $9) or the day 
(from $55) and prices in-
clude petrol. Companies 
vary in terms of joining 
fees ($12 to $70) and 
how they charge (insur-
ance fees, per hour and 
per kilometre). The cars 
are parked in and around 
the city centre and inner 
suburbs in designated 
‘car share’ spots. Some 
companies operating in 
Melbourne include:

  Flexi Car (%1300 363 
780; www.  exicar.com.au).

  Go Get (%1300 769 389; 
www.goget.com.au)

 Green Share Car 
(%1300 575 878; www.
greensharecar.com.au). 

 Both drivers and 
motorcyclists will need 
to purchase a Melbourne 
Pass ($5.50 start-up 
fee, plus tolls and a 75c 
vehicle-matching fee per 
trip) if they’re planning 
on using one of the two 

toll roads: CityLink, from 
Tullamarine Airport to 
the city and eastern sub-
urbs, or EastLink, which 
runs from Ringwood to 
Frankston. Pay online 
or via phone – but pay 
within three days of us-
ing the toll road to avoid 
a  ne.

 Driving is on the left-
hand side of the road.

 The police strictly 
enforce Victoria’s blood 
alcohol limit of 0.05% 
with random breath test-
ing (and drug testing) of 
drivers.

 Parking inspectors 
are particularly vigilant 
in the city centre. Most 
of the street parking is 
metered and it’s more 
likely than not that you’ll 
be  ned if you overstay 
your metered time.

 Motorcyclists are 
allowed to park on the 
footpath except in some 
parts of the city centre 
where there are signs.

Taxi
  Melbourne’s taxis are 

metered and require an 
estimated prepaid fare 
when hailed between 
10pm and 5am (you may 
need to pay more or 
get a refund depending 
on the  nal fare). Toll 

charges are added to 
fares.  

 Two of the largest taxi 
companies are: 

 Silver Top (%131 008; 
www.silvertop.com.au).

 13 Cabs (%13 22 27; 
www.13cabs.com.au). 

 Uber (www.uber.
com) also operates in 
Melbourne.

Essential 
Information
Discount Cards
 The myki Explorer pack  
($15; www.ptv.vic.gov.au/
tickets/myki/buy-a-  myki/
myki-explorer/) includes 
a myki card with one 
day’s unlimited travel 
on public transport in 
Melbourne, maps and 
discounts to attractions.

Emergency 
&  Important 
Numbers

 Australia’s country 
code: %61

 International access 
code: %0011

Type I
230V/50Hz

Essential Information  181180  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Melbourne 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Melbourne 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

 Melbourne ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Our selection of Melbourne’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Melbourne 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Melbourne .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Explore
 Melbourne  21

Worth a Trip:
Williamstown ........................................  60
East Brunswick ................................... 100
Abbotsford Convent & Around........... 118

Southbank & Docklands 

City Centre 

South Melbourne, Port 
Melbourne & Albert Park  

South Yarra, Prahran 
& Windsor 

East Melbourne & Richmond 

Fitzroy & Collingwood 

Carlton & Around 

St Kilda
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138

00-title-contents-pk-mel4.indd   40-title-contents-pk-mel4.indd   4 07-Jul-17   11:36:22 AM07-Jul-17   11:36:22 AM



The Best of
 Melbourne  153
Melbourne’s Best Walks
A Seaside St Kilda Stroll .....................154
Classic City Melbourne .......................156

Melbourne’s Best…
Eating ....................................................158
Parks & Gardens ................................. 160
With Kids ............................................... 161
Drinking & Nightlife..............................162
For Free .................................................164
Indigenous Culture ..............................165
Shopping ...............................................166
Live Entertainment ..............................168
Laneways ..............................................170
Gay & Lesbian .......................................171
Arts ........................................................ 172
Tours & Activities ................................. 174

Survival
Guide 175
Before You Go  ................... 176
Arriving in Melbourne ........177
Getting Around .................. 178
Essential Information .......180

00-title-contents-pk-mel4.indd   50-title-contents-pk-mel4.indd   5 07-Jul-17   11:36:23 AM07-Jul-17   11:36:23 AM



01-quickstart-pk-mel4.indd   6-quickstart-pk-mel4.indd   6 07-Jul-17   11:41:19 AM07-Jul-17   11:41:19 AM



Hosier Lane (p34)
PATJO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Melbourne Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Melbourne Local Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Melbourne Day Planner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Melbourne Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Welcome to 
Melbourne

 Stylish, arty Melbourne is both dynamic and cosmopolitan, 
and it’s proud of its place as Australia’s sporting and cultural 
capital. Stately architecture and a multicultural make-up 
reflect the city’s history, while street art and sticky-carpeted 
venues point to its present-day personality. It’s also a top 
sporting city, playing host to Grand Slam tennis, Formula 
One and – its main obsession – Aussie Rules footy.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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Federation Square 
(p24)
 The  city’s epicentre with 
top galleries

Royal Botanic 
Gardens (p74)
  Melbourne’s world-
famous green lung

 Melbourne  
Top   Sights
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